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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed ^ 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)D Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)M This action is non-final: 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^3 Claim(s) 7-10 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 1^6 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ED Claim(s) 7-10 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. . 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) ^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
aM AN b)D Some * c)D None of: 

Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachments) 

1) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTCM13) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5 ) d Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive so as to help one having ordinary skill in the 
art understand the nature of the subject matter. A new title is required that is clearly indicative of 
the invention to which the claims are directed (See 37 CFR 1.72). 

On page 2 (top of the page) of the claims, "1-2. canceled" should be replaced with -1-6. 
canceled--. 

Status of the claims 

Claims 7-10 were elected for prosecution on the merits and claims 1-6 were canceled, 
without traverse, following a restriction requirement. Thus, claims 7-10 are currently pending in 
the Office Action. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 1 (including the dependent claims) is objected to because of the following 
informalities: 

Concerning claim 1, line 4, . .information related to a person who shares a discount 
money amount is outputted to the terminal of the customer ..." should apparently be — 
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information related to an entity (such as a shop) providing incentive points is outputted to a 
terminal of the customer. . 

Concerning claim 8, line 2, "said person who shares the discount money amount 
corresponds to a sponsor. . . " should apparently be —said entity providing the incentive points is 
a sponsor...--. 

Still concerning claim 8, in lines 3-4, "in the on-line shopping, an advertisement related 
to a person who invests is displayed on the terminal of the customer before accepting the 
order" should apparently be —in the on-line shopping, an advertisement related to the sponsor is 
displayed on the terminal of the customer during the transaction or after the order has been 
accepted (but not before)"- Furthermore, although the specification supports providing points to 
a customer after the customer views an ad related to a sponsor, however, it appears that the 
specification does not specifically disclose displaying the ad before the customer's order is 
accepted. Figs 14-15 of the Application shows that the ad is displayed during the 
transaction or after the order has been inputted and accumulated incentive points accepted 
for redemption to thereby reduce the transaction amount. 

Concerning claim 9, lines 2-3, ". . .a total incentive point number. . ." should apparently be 
— . . .a total number of incentive points. . 

Still concerning claim 9, line 4, ". . .the incentive point. . should apparently be —the 
incentive points. . .— . 
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Further, it appears that the terms user and customer are used interchangeably in the 
claimed invention. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application being examined 
was not (1) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) voluntarily published under 35 U.S.C. 
122(b). Therefore, this application is examined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment 
by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ikeda et al. 
(hereinafter Ikeda), US Patent 5,937,391 A. 

As per claims 7-10, Ikeda discloses a point-service system (incentive reward program) 
for issuing points to a customer for purchases made at various stores or shops within an online 
shopping mall comprising a points issuing unit 1 of fig. 1 for issuing points based on purchase 
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amounts of the customer's or participant's transaction (col. 3: 52-53), a points management unit 
2 of fig. 2 for storing the points (total points or base points) accumulated by the customer and a 
points redeeming unit 3 of fig. 1 for reducing a purchase amount of the customer upon 
redeeming points at any participating store or shop within the mall during a transaction 
(accepting and redeeming a portion of the customer's accumulated points during a transaction or 
when an order is submitted by the customer). 

In one embodiment, Dceda discloses a service system wherein a specific customer makes 
a request to buy goods (participant's action or order) from a home page of an online shopping 
mall and in response to this request, the service system causes the number of effective points 
accumulated by the customer and issued by a plurality of shops, for each purchase made at each 
respective shop, to be displayed on the customer's terminal or participant's unit, subsequent to 
identifying the customer or participant using the customer's or participant's ID, by referring to 
the data of each shop forming part of the online shopping mall. If the customer still decides to 
order a product (participant's action), then he may click on a shopping button associated with 
one of the displayed shops to subsequently access an order button and hence, the point-service 
system or service system linked to a web server of the online shopping mall is activated to issue 
points or redeem points at the customer's request or instructions when he inputs an order (see 
abstract; col. 2; 10-67; figs. 1-19). 

In general, when a user visits the online shopping mall and decides to place an order, as 
shown in fig. 6, a display screen or home page of the online shopping mall is transmitted from 
the mall server to the customer or user, as depicted in step 2 in fig. 5. Data related to the goods 
for sale, associated prices, advertisement of each shop forming part of the online shopping mall, 
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the number of points issued to and currently accumulated by the customer at each shop, the 
nearest expiring term of the points held by the customer (the oldest effective term of the points 
among all the points accumulated by the customer) and the points issue ratio and the points 
redeeming ratio for each shop are displayed on the home page or screen display (before the user 
selects a shop or the customer's order is accepted- figs 5-6 and 11; col. 6: 29-38). When the user 
selects a shop (sponsor) at which he wants to place an order, the user can redeem points at the 
shop according to the points redemption ratio available at the shop (1 Yen for each 100 points 

d 

or converting points to money amount) to thereby reduce the transaction value or balance due. 
Col. 5: 54 to col. 7: 28; col. 9: 3-9. 

Conclusion 

Although the following references were not used in the Office Action, they were highly 
considered by the Examiner. Applicants are further directed to consult these references. 

US Patent 5,806,045A to Biorge et al. discloses a method and system for allocating and 
redeeming incentive credits between a portable device and a base device. 

US Patent 6, 142, 371 A to Omeda discloses a customer service system having a point 
value and discount rate. 

US Patent 5, 537, 314 to Kanter discloses referral recognition system having a point and 
discount conversion tables. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication from the Examiner should be directed to 
Jean D. Janvier, whose telephone number is (703) 308-6287). The aforementioned can normally 
be reached Monday-Thursday from 10:00AM to 6:00 PM EST. If attempts to reach the Examiner 
by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's Supervisor, Mr. Eric W. Stamber, can be reached 
at (703) 305- 8469. 

For information on the status of your case, please call the help desk at (703) 308-1 113. 
Further, the following fax numbers can be used, if need be, by the Applicant(s): 
After Final- 703-872-9327 
Before Final -703-872-9326 

Non-Official Draft- 703-746-7240 

Customer Service- 703-872-9325 

Please provide support, that is page and line numbers, for any amended or new 
claim language in an effort to help advance prosecution. 



Jean D. Janvier 



JDJ 



Patent Examiner 



4/16/03 
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